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The Book of  t he Duchess begins w it h st orm , shipwreck , and revenant  - t he body of  
drowned King Ceyx is t aken f rom  t he seaf loor  t o speak  w it h Queen Alcyone. This t alk  
w il l  argue t hat  t h is aquat ic beginning disrupt s t he t ext 's aspirat ionally ant hropocent r ic  
preoccupat ions and put s t he power  of  wat er  at  t he beginning of  Chaucer 's poet ic 
m ak ing. In Chaucer 's poem  we f ind a lat e four t eent h cent ury concept ion of  wat er  as 
agent ic, om nipresent , and est rangingly act ive on hum an bodies. Ceyx, t he drowned k ing 
subject  t o inanim at e forces, is a "Blue King"  who provides us w it h a wat ery count erpar t  
t o t he t er rest r ial Green Knight . 

Dr . Brant ley L. Bryant
Professor  of  English Lit erat ure
Sonom a St at e Universit y

Sponsored by t he Depar t m ent  of  English under  t he Oecologies Research Clust er

             Photo: Goat Rock Beach, CA, by Frank Schulenburg (CC BY-SA 3.0)


	UC Davis Brantley Talk
	Page 1


