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FRIDAY, SEPT. 24, 2021
1 PM - 4 PM  |  LIVE IN ROOM 1301 OR VIA ZOOM

GABRIEL “JACK” CHIN  
PROFESSOR OF LAW – UC DAVIS SCHOOL OF LAW  
“DRED SCOTT AND ASIAN AMERICANS”

KEVIN R. JOHNSON  
DEAN – UC DAVIS SCHOOL OF LAW  
“DRED SCOTT AND ASIAN AMERICANS: WAS JUSTICE 
TANEY THE FIRST CRITICAL RACE THEORIST?”

LETICIA SAUCEDO 
PROFESSOR OF LAW – UC DAVIS SCHOOL OF LAW  
“MEXICANS, CONQUEST AND WHITE SOVEREIGNTY”

GREG DOWNS &  MICHAEL HAGGERTY 
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY  & PHD CANDIDATE  
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY – UC DAVIS 
“ROGER TANEY: INTERSECTIONAL RACIST IN AN AGE OF 
RACIST DIFFERENTIATION”

LEA VANDERVELDE 
PROFESSOR OF LAW – IOWA COLLEGE OF LAW  
“HOW THE RECONSTRUCTION CONGRESS LET DOWN 
MRS. DRED SCOTT AND HER DAUGHTERS, SUSAN B. 
ANTHONY, ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, AND MYRA 
BRADWELL, LEAVING OUR FOREMOTHERS TO RELY ON 
WHITE KNIGHTS”

PAUL FINKELMAN  
CHANCELLOR – GRATZ COLLEGE
“THE FIRST CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT:  
DECONSTRUCTING CHIEF JUSTICE TANEY’S 
MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT SLAVERY, RACE, AND THE 
AMERICAN FOUNDING”

AMANDA FROST 
PROFESSOR OF LAW AND GOVERNMENT  
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON COLLEGE OF LAW  
“SEIZING CITIZENSHIP: LYDIA HAMILTON SMITH, 
THADDEUS STEVENS, AND THE PATHWAY TO 
CITIZENSHIP IN ANTEBELLUM AMERICA”

MODERATOR: RAQUEL ALDANA 
PROFESSOR OF LAW – UC DAVIS SCHOOL OF LAW 

PAPERS TO BE PUBLISHED IN VOLUME 24-

AS PART OF - THE FREE PEOPLE 
OF COLOR LECTURE SERIES  
The Free People of Color Lecture Series 
is hosted by the Aoki Center at King Hall 
and the UC Davis Department of History 
to explore the rights of people of color in 
the United States following the Civil War 
and inquire how that history continues to 
shape our thinking today.

SPECIAL GUEST COMMENTARY: EDIBERTO ROMAN
PROFESSOR OF LAW AND DIRECTOR OF IMMIGRATION AND CITIZENSHIP INITIATIVES
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
 

The Supreme Court’s Dred Scott decision is notorious for its racism and frank endorsement of African 
American slavery and white supremacy.  Although repudiated by the Civil War and overruled by the 
Reconstruction Amendments, it remains a landmark in American history.  This symposium explores 
whether and how Dred Scott remains relevant in modern American jurisprudence, and its implications for 
a multi-racial nation.
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